Rodent Control Policy (Including CRRU Code Compliance)

1. Purpose of the Policy
This policy sets out how rodent control will be managed on the allotment site. 
It aims to prevent infestations, protect public health, ensure safe and responsible use of rodenticides, and comply with the CRRU UK Code of Best Practice.

2. Responsibilities of Plot Holders
Good Housekeeping:
Store seeds and produce in rodent-proof containers; 
keep plots free from rubbish; 
maintain compost heaps correctly; 
harvest crops promptly.
Plot Maintenance:
Keep vegetation trimmed; 
avoid creating hiding places; 
report signs of infestation promptly.

3. Prohibited Practices
No feeding wildlife in a way that leaves food accessible to rodents. 
No burying food waste. 
No keeping livestock unless managed safely. 
No use of amateur rodenticides by tenants.

4. Use of Rodenticides (CRRU Code Compliance)
Authorised Use Only:
Only trained and authorised persons may place rodenticides on site. 
Tenants must not apply rodent poison.
CRRU Principles:
Prevent food/shelter sources; monitor activity; use traps before poison; minimise rodenticide use; protect wildlife and pets; remove bait and dead rodents promptly.
Record Keeping:
Committee will maintain records of bait locations, dates, types used, and monitoring results.

5. Reporting Rodent Activity
Tenants should report sightings, burrows, droppings, or damage to the committee.

6. Enforcement
Non-compliance may result in warnings, required action, or termination of tenancy.

7. Review of Policy
This policy will be reviewed annually or sooner if CRRU guidance changes.


