Cultivation Standard Policy for Allotment Holders

1. Purpose of the Policy
This policy sets out the minimum standards of cultivation, maintenance, and land use expected of all allotment holders. 
Its objectives are to ensure productive use of allotment land, prevent the spread of weeds and pests, maintain a safe and tidy environment, and ensure fairness to those on the waiting list.

2. Definition of Cultivation
Cultivation means the active and intentional use of land for growing fruit, vegetables, herbs, or flowers. 
It includes prepared beds, planted or sown crops, mulched or covered areas ready for planting, green manure, and fruit trees and bushes that are actively maintained and harvested. 
Grass alone does not constitute cultivation.

3. Minimum Cultivation Standards
New Tenants: Within 12 months, at least 25% of the plot must be cultivated. Within 18 months, at least 50% must be cultivated.
Established Tenants: At least 50% of the plot must be under active cultivation at all times. Remaining areas may be used for composting, paths, water storage, or permitted structures.

4. Plot Maintenance Requirements
Plots must be kept reasonably free of weeds, particularly invasive species. 
Weeds must not be allowed to seed. 
Vegetation must not encroach onto neighbouring plots or paths.
All structures must be safe, well maintained, within permitted size limits as defined in the lease between O&H Properties Limited and Hampton Parish Council, and must receive prior written permission from Hampton Parish Council.
No rubbish, rubble, or household waste may accumulate on site. 
Paths must be kept clear and safe, and plot boundaries must not be altered without permission.

5. Definitions of Plot Areas and Structures
Cultivation Areas include :
Soil Beds
Raised Beds,
Greenhouses
Polytunnels
Cold Frames
Fruit Cages
Areas planted with fruit trees or bushes. 
Grass beneath fruit trees is considered cultivated provided the trees are intentionally maintained for produce.

Leisure Areas include slabbed areas, paving, decking, seating, and social areas. 
Productive plants do not alter the classification where the primary use is leisure.
Mixed-use areas are classified by their primary purpose. 
Poultry structures are ancillary agricultural structures and do not count as cultivation.
Permitted Structures include:
Sheds (tool storage only)
Greenhouses
Polytunnels
Cold Frames
Fruit Cages
Water Collection Systems, 
Hen Houses where permitted.

6. Water Collection Requirement
All new structures must incorporate an effective rainwater collection system unless this is not reasonably practicable.

7. Inspections
Routine inspections will be carried out three times per year in May, June, and October.

8. Non-Compliance and Enforcement
Where standards are not met, tenants will receive written notice and 30 days to improve. Continued non-compliance may lead to termination of tenancy.

9. Mitigating Circumstances
Tenants should notify the allotment committee or Hampton Parish Council if they are temporarily unable to maintain their plot due to illness or other significant circumstances.

10. Environmental Considerations
Tenants are encouraged to support biodiversity provided this does not replace required cultivation or obstruct paths.

11. Review of Policy
This policy will be reviewed annually.

